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WHAT’S WRONG 
WITH THIS PICTURE?

WhatsWrongWithThisPicture.ca
Join our social scene to show your support!

MLA, RON CANTELON 

Call: 250-951-6018 Email: ron.cantelon.mla@leg.bc.ca 

Mail: P.O. Box 877, 100 E Jensen Avenue

Parksville, B.C. V9P 2G9

DON’T let the City tell you this is a Homeless 

Shelter issue. This is a DRUG ADDICT issue, as the 

facts show. It’s time to DEMAND consultation 

with the community and residents. 

CALL Mayor John Ruttan & MLA Ron Cantelon 

TODAY and demand consultation with 

the community and residents.

MAYOR, JOHN RUTTAN

Call: 250-755-4400 Email: john.ruttan@nanaimo.ca

Mail: 455 Wallace Street, Nanaimo, B.C. V9R 5J6

NOT A HOMELESS SHELTER       NOT SAFE!
MYTH The Uplands-Hammond Bay site is a shelter for homeless people. 

FACT The building will actually be a place for ACTIVE illegal drug use and 

criminal activity. The other titles the City is using are equally confusing. A Wet House 

is a place where addicts are actively using drugs inside and there is nothing in 

place to stop them. A Dry House is a place where no drug use is permitted inside.

MYTH Occupants of Low Barrier Housing are recovering addicts. 

FACT Occupants are NOT committed to sobriety. In fact, a recent 

City report identifies 21% as alcoholics, 60% addicted to stimulants, 

22% with mental illness and 25% exhibit criminal behaviour. 

MYTH Occupants of Low Barrier Housing are supervised. 

FACT Occupants are under voluntary supervision - ONLY 

if they want to be. They are free to come and go as they please 

and will be within steps of Nanaimo Seniors Village, Dover Bay 

Secondary School and close to many Elementary Schools.

MYTH The land is zoned for this use. 

FACT The land was orignally zoned for firehall and library use. However, 

on March 17, 2011 the City changed the zoning without a public hearing, 

public input or notification to residents. The City would NEVER allow anyone 

else to change land use zoning without citizens’ input - on the other hand 

they allow themselves to do it. That is a clear DOUBLE STANDARD.

MYTH There are services nearby to help.

FACT NOT FOR A DRUG HOUSE. The services that addicts 

need are NOT within easy walking distance. Moreover, drug dealers 

will be present in our community and in our streets. 

DEFINITIONS
Supportive Housing: There is no limit on 

the length of stay. Provides ongoing supports and 

services to residents who cannot live independently and 

who are not expected to become fully self-sufficient. 

This form of housing may be located in a purpose-

designed building or scattered site apartments.

Abstinence-Based or Dry Housing: 
Housing where tenants are not allowed to drink alcohol or 

use other drugs while in tenancy. Tenants are expected to 

be “clean” before moving in and actively working on their 

recovery while living there. Tenants may be discharged 

from the program if they refuse treatment for a relapse.

Low Barrier Housing: Housing where a minimum 

number of expectations are placed on people who wish to 

live there. The aim is to have as few barriers as possible 

to allow more people access to services. In housing this 

often means that tenants are not expected to abstain 

from using alcohol or other drugs, or from carrying on 

with street activities while living on-site, so long as they 

do not engage in these activities in common areas of the 

house and are respectful of other tenants and staff. Low-

barrier facilities follow a harm reduction philosophy. 

Wet Housing: Housing where tenants are not 

expected to abstain from using alcohol and other drugs, 

and where entering a rehabilitation program is not a 

requirement. Tenants have access to recovery services 

and get to decide if and when they use these services. Wet 

housing programs follow a harm reduction philosophy. 

The City is bullying the citizens of Nanaimo into pushing a DRUG HOUSE (which they are calling low-barrier housing) 

into a lot IMMEDIATELY NEXT TO NANAIMO SENIORS VILLAGE AND STEPS AWAY FROM DOVER BAY 

SECONDARY SCHOOL AND MANY ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.
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