WITH THIS PICTURE?

What the city is telling you about
LOW BARRIER HOUSING...

Low Barrier Housing is NOT a shelter for Homeless People.
Low Barrier Housing is a confusing word for what is really a place for ACTIVE,

illegal drug addicts. Other names for it are a Wet House - for those who do

drugs inside, or a Dry House - where residents do drugs outside.

Low Barrier Housing occupants are known drug addicts. They are not
committed to sobriety. The Downtown Team reported 96% are actively abusing substances. 98% of the people
surveyed are actively abusing: stimulants (57%), alcohol (21%), opiates (12%) and injection drugs (8%).

Occupants are only supervised if they want to be and there will only be 1-2 staff for over 40
users, who would be free to come and go as they please. They would be within 500 metres of

a Seniors Home, a High School and in close proximity to several Elementary Schools.

The City changed use on the land without you knowing.

The City and the Province changed the allowed usage of the Uplands and Hammond Bay site
on March 17, 2011 from “Fire Hall Usage” only to “Social Housing." They did it without a Public
Hearing, public input, or notification to residents. The City won't allow anyone else to change
land use without citizens’ input, but they think they can? That's a clear Double Standard.

3 Supervision of Low Barrier Housing occupants is optional.

The services they need must be near in case of crisis. If those services are not available within easy

5 Low Barrier Housing occupants need help nearby.

walking distance, it does not benefit drug addicts - it actually puts them even more at risk.
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Join our social scene to show your support! WhatSWrongWi hThiSPiCture-Ca




1, , want to register

my opposition to the proposed low barrier supported ;_Ilj:ﬁi
housing in the Uplands area of Nanaimo. The City of HERE
Nanaimo hasn't been honest with the facts and there

has been no consultation with the community. The

City of Nanaimo has decided to place low barrier

housing in an area populated by vulnerable children MAYOR JOHN RUTTAN

and adults and will be encouraging occupants with a Mayor's Office
55 Wallace Street

Nanaimo, B.C.
VIR 5J6

known drug or alcohol problem to live in my community
with no obligation to undergo any detox program.

SIGNATURE

RETURN ADDRESS

Low Barrier Housing units announced for the corner of Uplands and Hammond Bay Roads
have residents and taxpayers upset and concerned. These people truly care about finding a
place for Homeless people, as we all should, but there are a number of questions that need
to be answered by the City about this issue and they need to be answered now.

Why do they call it Low Barrier Housing, when it is really a Half Way House for known Drug Addicts?
Low Barrier Housing occupants have optional supervision and are free to come and go as they please
throughout the neighborhood. The Nanaimo City Council stated 98% of the occupants are actively
abusing: stimulants (57%), alcohol (21%), opiates (12%) and injection drugs (8%). The RCMP says
these occupants will be users of Crack, Crystal Meth and Heroin. Does that sound safe, with a Seniors
Residence and High School within a short walking distance and Elementary Schools nearby?

Why has the City and the Province been so secretive about changing the land use zoning for the property? The City
changed the land use from “Fire Hall Usage” to “Social Housing” on March 17, 2011, without a Public Hearing,
proper process, or input from the community. Private citizens or businesses aren't allowed to do this, so why
does the City think it can? Isn't this a case of government bullying citizens? Or is it simply against the law?

Where is the planning? Where are the studies that show a Half Way House is needed in this
area, where none of the necessary support services exist? One City official was asked to
forward their feasibility study for the project and their answer was: “What is a feasibility study?”
Is that the kind of leadership we've come to expect? Is the City so starving for $34 million

from the Province to build a project that will clearly put neighborhood citizens at risk?

DON'T let the City tell you this is a Homeless Shelter issue.
This is a DRUG ADDICT issue, as the facts show.
It's time to STAND UP and DEMAND answers...

CALL Mayor John Ruttan and MLA Ron Cantelon TODAY to ask them why.
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Join our social scene to show your support!




